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Case Description

Thoracic computed tomogra-
phy (CT) was done to assess the
response to treatment of a poorly
differentiated carcinoma of the
lung in a 32-year-old man. An image
from this study through the level of
the liver demonstrates a focal area
of contrast enhancement within
the medial segment of the left lobe
(Fig 1), a finding that was not pre-
sent on prior examination.

The most likely cause for the
enhancing area in the liver is:

1. portal vein thrombosis

2. collateral flow secondary
to superior vena cava obstruction

3. hypervascular tumor

4. hepatic venous outflow ob-
struction (Budd-Chiari syndrome)

5. focal nodular hyperplasia

Fig 1. — Axial helical CT image demonstrating a region of intense contrast enhancement within the
medial segment of the left liver lobe (arrow).
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